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"Because of Mr. Terupt" by Rob Buyea is a middle-grade 

novel that follows the lives of seven students and their 

interactions with their new fifth-grade teacher, Mr. Terupt. 

The story is narrated from the perspectives of these seven 

students, each dealing with their own challenges and personal 

issues. 

At the beginning of the school year, Mr. Terupt quickly earns 

the trust and admiration of his students with his unconventional 

teaching methods and genuine care for each of them. Throughout 

the school year, the students navigate through various conflicts, 

friendships, and personal growth under Mr. Terupt's guidance. 

However, tragedy strikes when a snowball accident leaves Mr. 

Terupt in a coma, sending shockwaves through the entire school 

community. In the aftermath of the accident, the students learn 

valuable lessons about forgiveness, empathy, and the importance of 

cherishing the people in their lives. 

The book highlights themes of friendship, empathy, 

forgiveness, and resilience. It emphasizes the profound impact that 

teachers can have on their students' lives and the importance of 

empathy and understanding in navigating through difficult 

situations. 

Key takeaways from the book include the significance of 

empathy and understanding in building strong relationships, the 
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importance of forgiveness and second chances, and the 

resilience of the human spirit in overcoming adversity. 

Overall, "Because of Mr. Terupt" is a touching and 

insightful story that celebrates the transformative power of 

teachers and the capacity for growth and redemption in all 

individuals. It serves as a reminder of the profound impact that 

kindness, empathy, and forgiveness can have on our lives. 


